
ED 023 775
By -Dienstfrey, Harris
Outside the Expected.
Pub Date Sep 68
Note -2p.
Journal Co -The Urban Review. v3 n1 p26 -27 Sep 1968.
EMS Price MF -$025 HC -$020

UD 007 616

Descriptors-Classroom Environment. *Disadvantaged Youth. Heterogeneous Grouping. *Individual Power.

*Intellectual Development, *Research Reviews (Publications), Student Teacher Relationship. Teacher

At t:t ;Ides . *Teacher Behavior
Identifiers-Pygmalion in the Classroom

In examining the findings of Pygmalion in the Classroom: an experimental study of

the positive effects of favorable teacher expectations on the intellectual development

of disadvantaged elementary school students, this review speculates about why the

experimental students, whom the teachers expected to improve, and the control
students, who were not designated as "spurters". both were able to make gains in their

scores on an intelligence test. It is felt that this finding can be attributed-to the impact

and influence of the experimental students on the controls in the heterogeneously

grouped classrooms and to the determination of individual experimental and control

students, regardless of the expectations of their teachers. Evidence for this second

speculation is based on the finding that not al the experimentals showed 10 gains.

some even decreased, and that some control students matched the top 10 scores of

the experimentals . (El)
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or
 a

no
th

er
. R

os
en

th
al

 a
nd

 J
ac

ob
-

so
n 

se
em

 to
 b

el
ie

ve
 th

at
 th

ey
 a

nd
 th

e 
pe

op
le

 th
ey

 k
no

w
, a

nd
 e

ve
ry

on
e 

el
se

as
 w

el
l, 

ar
e 

al
l l

ar
ge

ly
 th

e 
cr

ea
tio

ns
 o

f 
th

e 
ex

pe
ct

at
io

ns
 o

f 
ot

he
rs

. (
In

 th
ei

r
af

fe
ct

io
na

te
 d

ed
ic

at
io

n,
 th

ey
 c

ite
 a

 n
um

be
r 

of
 p

eo
pl

e 
w

ho
,

as
 th

ey
 p

ut
 it

,
"f

ul
fi

ll 
ou

r 
ex

pe
ct

at
io

ns
,"

 h
al

f-
co

m
ic

al
ly

, b
ut

 h
al

f-
se

ri
ou

sl
y

to
o,

 im
pl

yi
ng

:
"a

s 
th

ey
 c

an
no

t h
el

p 
bu

t d
o.

")
 B

ut
 in

 th
ei

r 
di

sr
eg

ar
d 

of
an

y 
no

tio
n 

of
 in

-
di

vi
du

al
 d

et
er

m
in

at
io

n,
 th

ey
ar

e 
op

en
 to

 th
e 

sa
m

e 
cr

iti
ci

sm
s 

th
at

 s
ho

ul
d

be
 d

ir
ec

te
d 

to
 a

ny
on

e 
w

ho
, h

ow
ev

er
 h

um
an

el
y 

an
d 

w
ith

 w
ha

te
ve

r 
co

ns
is

-
te

nc
y,

 w
ri

te
s 

of
 p

eo
pl

e 
as

 if
 th

ey
 w

er
e 

a 
ki

nd
 o

f 
ru

bb
er

-s
ta

m
p 

pr
od

uc
t o

f
th

e 
in

fl
ue

nc
es

 a
nd

 e
xp

ec
ta

tio
ns

 o
f 

th
e 

w
or

ld
.

T
hi

s 
di

sr
eg

ar
d 

re
ve

al
s 

its
el

f 
no

t o
nl

y,
 a

s 
I 

ha
ve

 tr
ie

d 
to

 s
ho

w
, i

n 
R

os
en

-
th

al
 a

nd
 J

ac
ob

so
n'

s 
fa

ilu
re

 to
 is

ol
at

e 
a 

fi
nd

in
g 

th
at

, s
o 

fa
r 

as
 o

ne
 c

an
 te

ll,
ru

ns
 c

ou
nt

er
 to

 th
ei

r 
th

es
is

 (
th

ei
r 

ex
pe

ct
at

io
ns

, i
f 

on
e 

w
ill

),
 b

ut
 a

ls
o,

 I
be

lie
ve

, i
n 

th
e 

ex
pl

ic
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
fi

nd
in

gs
 th

at
 g

en
er

al
ly

 s
up

po
rt

 th
ei

r 
th

es
is

.
In

 p
re

lim
in

ar
y 

re
m

ar
ks

 to
 a

 d
oz

en
 s

ho
rt

 b
io

gr
ap

hi
ca

l s
ke

tc
he

s 
of

 'e
xp

er
i-

m
en

ta
l' 

ch
ild

re
n 

fr
om

 th
e 

fi
rs

t a
nd

 s
ec

on
d 

gr
ad

es
, R

os
en

th
al

 a
nd

 J
ac

ob
so

n
no

te
 a

lm
os

t i
nc

id
en

ta
lly

 th
at

 th
er

e 
w

er
e 

la
rg

e 
va

ri
at

io
ns

 in
 th

e 
in

te
lle

ct
ua

l
gr

ow
th

 s
ho

w
n 

by
 th

es
e 

st
ud

en
ts

. F
ro

m
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
th

at
 a

cc
om

pa
ni

es
 th

e
sk

et
ch

es
, w

e 
fi

nd
 th

at
 th

e 
va

ri
at

io
n 

ra
ng

ed
 f

ro
m

 +
 6

9 
to

6.
 I

n 
ot

he
r

w
or

ds
, d

es
pi

te
 th

e 
ex

pe
ct

at
io

ns
 o

f 
te

ac
he

rs
, t

he
 I

Q
 o

f 
ce

rt
ai

n 
of

 th
e 

ch
ild

re
n

in
 th

e 
ex

pe
ri

m
en

ta
l g

ro
up

 a
ct

ua
lly

 d
ec

re
as

ed
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
co

ur
se

 o
f 

th
e

ex
pe

ri
m

en
t. 

R
os

en
th

al
 a

nd
 J

ac
ob

so
n 

do
 n

ot
 e

xa
m

in
e 

th
is

 f
ac

t. 
Fr

om
 th

ei
r

sk
et

ch
es

, t
he

y 
sp

ec
ul

at
iv

el
y 

co
nc

lu
de

 o
nl

y 
th

at
 th

e 
ch

ild
re

n 
"w

ho
 b

en
ef

ite
d

m
os

t f
ro

m
 f

av
or

ab
le

 te
ac

he
r 

ex
pe

ct
at

io
ns

" 
ha

d 
tw

o 
di

st
in

gu
is

hi
ng

 c
ha

ra
c-

te
ri

st
ic

s:
 "

T
he

ir
 p

ar
en

ts
 s

ee
m

ed
 e

sp
ec

ia
lly

 in
te

re
st

ed
 in

 th
ei

r 
ac

ad
em

ic
pr

og
re

ss
, a

nd
 th

ey
 w

er
e 

of
te

n 
de

sc
ri

be
d 

as
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

un
us

ua
lly

 a
ttr

ac
tiv

e 
in

ph
ys

ic
al

 a
pp

ea
ra

nc
e"

 (
p.

 9
4)

. B
ut

 is
 it

 u
nr

ea
so

na
bl

e 
to

 s
up

po
se

 th
at

 th
e

w
id

e 
va

ri
at

io
n 

in
 in

te
lle

ct
ua

l g
ro

w
th

 a
m

on
g 

ev
en

 th
os

e 
st

ud
en

ts
 w

ho
, a

s 
a

gr
ou

p,
 w

er
e 

th
e 

ri
ch

es
t b

en
ef

ic
ia

ri
es

 o
f 

te
ac

he
r 

ex
pe

ct
at

io
ns

, i
s 

an
ot

he
r 

in
-

st
an

ce
 o

f 
th

e 
sa

m
e 

fa
ct

or
 th

at
 e

na
bl

ed
 c

er
ta

in
 c

on
tr

ol
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

to
 m

at
ch

th
e 

to
p 

IQ
 s

co
re

s 
ac

hi
ev

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
ex

pe
ri

m
en

ta
l s

tu
de

nt
s 

an
d 

to
 d

o 
so

 in
 th

e
fa

ce
 o

f 
so

m
et

hi
ng

 le
ss

 th
an

 e
nc

ou
ra

ge
m

en
t f

ro
m

 th
ei

r 
te

ac
he

rs
: d

if
fe
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vi
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 d
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m
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